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Campaign Funding at All-Time High
emmaFLEMING | Reporter
Have you seen the 
commercials? Heard the 
radio messages? As the 
2018 midterm election 
approaches, campaign 
funding is at an all-time high 
for Illinois candidates. Both 
the 13th Congressional 
District candidates and 
Illinois Gubernatorial 
candidates are spending 
more on campaign funding 
than in previous elections. 
Not only is the money 
coming from fundraising, but 
a large sum is coming from 
the candidates’ pockets. 
The two candidates 
running for the 13th District 
representative office are 
democratic candidate Betsy 
Londrigan and incumbent 
republican candidate 
Rodney Davis. According 
to Tom Kacich, reporter for 
The News Gazette, the two 
have spent more than $8.8 
million, collectively. Davis, as 
of Sept. 30 has raised $3.08 
million, and Londigran has 
raised $3.03 million on her 
campaign. 
These two campaigns 
are attracting attention 
from people all over the 
nation. According to Kacich, 
the Londrigan campaign 
has received funds from 
Barbara Streisand, David 
Rockefeller, David Stern, 
and several University of 
Illinois employees. Some of 
Davis’ key donors are Dave 
Downey, Marlene Ricketts, 
the Major League Baseball 
commissions office, and 
Koch Industries. These two 
candidates are receiving 
generous donations from 
donors outside the 13th 
District. 
The Illinois governor’s 
race is also one of the most 
expensive races in history. 
According to Sarah Maslin 
Nir, reporter for The New 
York Times, democratic 
candidate JB Pritzker and 
republican incumbent 
candidate Bruce Rauner, 
have spent $244 million so 
far. Out of the $165 million 
that has been raised for the 
Pritzker campaign, $162 
million has been contributed 
by Pritzker. According to 
NPR.org, Pritzker has spent 
$80 million on TV and digital 
ads, alone.  
According to Nir, Rauner 
has spent approximately 
$80 million on campaign 
funding, and nearly $58 
million has been spent from 
his own pocket. Rauner has 
spent $36 million on TV and 
digital ads. 
After reaching out to 
several republican party 
members -- including 
Rodney Davis, John 
Shimkus, Adam Kinzinger 
and Rauner’s campaign 
team -- and receiving no 
response, it seems like 
campaign funding is an 
issue that no one wants to 
aylaMCDONALD | Reporter
In light of the upcoming 
2018 General Elections, a 
problem being faced in the 
US is the decision being 
made by many millennials 
not to vote.   
According to pewresearch.
org, a nonpartisan public 
information source for 
social science research, 
“an estimated 62 million 
Millennials (adults ages 
20 to 35 in 2016) were 
voting-age U.S. citizens… 
Millennials comprised 
27% of the voting-eligible 
population in 2016.”
But according to 
pewresearch.org, this 
percentage can only 
represent potential votes 
and not actual ones. 
“While the growth in 
the number of Millennials 
who are eligible to 
vote underscores 
the potential electoral clout 
of today’s young adults, 
Millennials remain far from 
the largest generational 
bloc of actual voters. It is 
one thing to be eligible to 
vote and another thing to 
actually cast a ballot.”
The problem of 
millennials choosing to not 
participate in voting has 
even become apparent 
on a local level within 
the Parkland College 
community.  
A recent question 
was posed to students 
by librarians on the 
whiteboard of the Parkland 
Library, asking: “Will you 
vote? Why or why not?”. 
The question has sparked 
a controversial discussion 
between many students 
who, anonymously, give 
very contrasting answers. 
A number of familiar hot 
button political issues were 
raised in the Library on a 
variety of opinions ranging 
from environmental 
conservation efforts to 
women’s rights. 
The whiteboard 
conversation brought 
to light the political 
polarization that is present 
in our country and even on 
an immediate level within 
our own local community.  
Most striking however 
was the apparent 
disagreement between 
students on whether or not 
it is necessary to vote. 
To try to answer the 
question of who will or 
will not be voting in the 
upcoming General Elections 
and to understand why they 
will choose to do so or not, 
The Prospectus decided 
to consult student voices 
on the Parkland College 
campus. 
Grant Clark, an 18-year-
old commuting student 
from Leroy, IL studying 
Computer Science at 
Parkland College, said “I 
have principles against 
voting. We live in a state 
of 12.8 million people. I’m 
a single person, my vote 
won’t count.  As long as I 
live near Chicago my vote 
is not going to matter.” 
Even so, Clark said that he 
will vote in the upcoming 
General Election because of 
his mother’s value system. 
“I will vote if I can register 
because my mom wants 
me to,” Clark said.  “My 
mother believes that voting 
is a privilege we’ve been 
granted and that we should 
utilize that privilege.”
Maritza Rodriguez, a 
19-year-old student from 
Urbana, IL studying Nursing 
at Parkland College, has 
registered to vote and says 
that she will vote. 
“I feel like it’s important 
for everyone to vote,” 
Rodriguez said. “Every vote 
makes a difference. If we 
don’t vote we won’t have a 
say in our own government.”
A student who wished to 
remain anonymous said that 
he will not vote because he 
doesn’t know enough about 
politics surrounding the 
General Election to make 
an informed decision. “I 
would vote if I felt educated 
enough about who and 
what I’d be voting for,” the 
student said. 
When asked what they 
see as preventing the 
majority of millennials 
from voting, the students 
answered that the problems 
are generational ones. 
“Millennials don’t tend 
to act if there is no reward 
at the end of an action,” 
Rodriguez said. “I feel like a 
lot of millennials don’t care 
about the voting situation. 
I think it’s probably 
misplaced values when it 
comes to voting; there are 
a lot of things competing for 
young people’s attention 
these days. Maybe more 
people would vote if they 
had more time to do so.”
The student who wished 
to remain anonymous 
also commented on the 
attention of millennials.  
“Millennials have short 
attention spans – there 
have actually been studies 
on that,” the student said. 
To address this problem 
the student suggested that 
political media “could take 
main issues that would 
directly affect millennials 
and plaster them 
everywhere in an attempt 
to catch their attention. 
Maybe millennials would be 
more likely to pay attention 
to issues that immediately 
affect us.”
To find information about 
voting and registering 
to vote in Champaign 
County, see the Prospectus 
article “How to Stay 
Informed About Voting” by 
Reporter Paul Benson at 
prospectusnews.com.
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Millennials Unconvinced About Voting
OPINION: 
VOTING DAY 
SHOULD BE 
A NATIONAL 
HOLIDAY
All over the world, other 
democratic countries 
hold their own elections 
throughout the year. 
Many of these countries 
experience higher voter 
turnout than we do here 
in the United States, 
where 86% of registered 
voters do take the time to 
vote, but only 56% of our 
eligible voters actually 
voted in 2016. According 
to the Pew Research 
Center, the US is ranked 
31st out of 35 countries 
in voter turnout, with 
Belgium ranked number 
1 with about 87% voter 
turnout. How are other 
countries getting citizens 
to cast their ballots? 
It seems to be simple 
in other nations: voter 
registration is done 
automatically when you 
reach legal voting age 
and, in some nations, 
voting is mandatory. In 
the US, voter registration 
is typically taken on as 
a personal responsibility, 
and can often make voting 
difficult or confusing.
Years ago, voting in my 
first round of elections 
was utterly confusing. I 
was not sure how to 
go about registering 
to vote and ended up 
registering on national 
voter registration day 
when someone on UIUC 
campus approached me 
to register. I was unsure 
of a lot of things and 
ended up not voting in 
the midterms that year, 
despite how excited 
I’d been to finally get 
involved in politics. I 
had a lot of unanswered 
questions and confusion, 
and I received varying 
feedback from the adults 
in my life. Over the 
course of the next 2 years, 
I did a lot of research to 
educated myself on the 
ins and outs of elections 
and voting in Illinois so 
“Will you vote?” Parkland Library whiteboard  
sparks political controversy.
 Photo source: Jason Neff
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Voting         
Edition
that I would be prepared to 
vote in both the presidential 
primaries and the presidential 
election of 2016. This year 
for the first time ever, Illinois 
implemented automatic voter 
registration, which will compare 
your records to state voter 
registration records any time 
you visit the DMV to update 
identifications and allow you 
to quickly and easily register 
to vote or update your voter 
registration while you’re there.
Countries leading the way in 
voter turnout have something 
else unique about them: their 
elections tend to be held on 
Sundays or their election days 
are considered holidays. It 
is unlikely that the US would 
implement compulsory voting, 
however it could be easy 
to trade one of our current 
bank/national holidays out for 
election day. Most places do 
not take Columbus Day off 
these days, however banks and 
post offices are closed for the 
holiday. Labor Day, President’s 
Day, or Veterans Day are 
also likely options as there 
is no better way to celebrate 
your country, your freedom, 
and your democracy than by 
actively taking part in it. I think 
our founding fathers would be 
proud to have their legacy live 
on through Voting Day, which 
would allow the citizens of their 
country have a role in making it 
exactly what they want it to be. 
Businesses could treat 
Voting Day like Christmas 
or Thanksgiving, and simply 
shorten their hours for the 
day, allowing their employees 
time to get to their designated 
polling locations. Employers 
could also be required to to give 
all employees at least half the 
day to vote. Currently there are 
no federal regulations in place 
for employers on voting days, 
however many states do have 
their own set of requirements to 
allow employees to vote. Here 
in Illinois, employers are only 
require to provide time off to 
vote if the employee requests 
it at least one day in advance, 
or if their shift begins less than 
2 hours after polling locations 
open and ends less than 2 
hours before polling locations 
close. These requirements 
allow employers to ignore the 
needs of their employees and 
any other responsibilities they 
may have outside of their job, 
leading to voter suppression.
For a country so proud of its 
democracy and freedom, we 
are far behind many developed 
countries in democratic 
participation and in overall 
voter satisfaction. In order for 
the majority of our country to 
be truly represented, the US 
needs to make a significant 
effort to increase voter turnout 
rates and end voter purging and 
voter suppression. Whether 
it be through mandatory 
voting, allowing employees 
the freedom to vote any time 
on election day, or through 
simplifying the process of voter 
registration, the US can and 
should do better by its citizens. 
savannahWEISHAAR | Reporter
It was an intense week for 
Parkland soccer. Both the men 
and women’s soccer came to 
a devastating end this this past 
weekend in the semifinals of the 
Region 24 playoffs. 
The men’s team played 
Southwestern Illinois College in 
the first round of playoffs  last 
Wednesday at home. Number 
11 Ivai Warella scored the first 
goal of the game for the cobras 
off of an assist from #23 Josef 
Halcomb in the 25th minute. 
With just four minutes left in the 
half, #10 Zach Gowlett, more 
commonly known as Zico, cut off 
a pass and dribbled into the box 
to score putting the cobras at a 
2-0 lead at halftime.  In the 72nd 
minute of the match Zico put 
another goal in making the score 
3-0. Only a minute after, SWIC 
put in their first goal of the game 
against second string keeper 
Christian Contreras. Contreras 
played  in place of Lorenzo 
Giaretti, the starting keeper, who 
was out with an injury. Only a 
few minutes later, the Cobras 
responded with another goal 
of their own from #15 Ezekiel 
Nartey. SWIC would go on to 
score one more goal towards the 
end of the game. However, their 
late comeback was too little too 
late and Parkland won 4-2. This 
win put them in the semifinals 
against Illinois Central College 
on Friday. 
Meanwhile, the women’s team 
played their first playoff game 
versus Kaskaskia last Thursday 
in Centralia. The Cobras had lost 
to Kaskaskia earlier in the season 
3-2 and were out for revenge. The 
game had an intense start with 
four goals being scored in the 
first five minutes. Kaskaskia had 
the early lead with the first goal. 
Number 10 Ali Hosey returned 
the goal, only for Kaskaskia to 
score again. Number 25 Gabi 
Schuster leveled the score in the 
fifth minute to make the score 
2-2. Both teams buckled down 
for the next 40 minutes to keep 
the score at 2-2 for halftime. 
Seven minutes into the second 
half, Hosey was fouled in the box 
giving the Cobras a penalty kick. 
Number 23 Mylena Do Prado 
easily put the PK in the back of 
the net giving the Cobras a lead 
for the first time in the game. 16 
minutes later, Hosey secured the 
game with her second goal of 
the day. Cobras held out for the 
remainder of the half winning the 
game 4-2.  This win put them in 
the semifinals against No. 1 seed 
Lewis and Clark on Saturday. 
The men faced ICC in the 
semifinals on Friday in Godfrey. 
Both teams battled fiercely in 
the first 45 minutes ending the 
half with a score of 0-0. Cobras 
came out strong in the second 
half scoring just two minutes in. 
Number 7 Naoto Uede put the 
goal in for an impressive total of 
10 goals this season. ICC then 
retaliated by putting in two goals 
within three minutes. Trailing by 
one, #4 Muhamed Belakhoua 
scored in the 80th minute tying 
the game up for the Cobras 
2-2. The last ten minutes of the 
game went scoreless and the two 
teams were forced into overtime. 
After an exhausting 40 minutes of 
over time the score was still 2-2. 
The game went into a penalty 
kick shootout. After a brutal 120 
minutes of soccer, the Cobras 
fell 7-6 in penalty kicks. This 
heartbreaking loss eliminated 
Parkland for the running of 
Region 24 champions. 
The following day the women’s 
team headed to Edwardsville to 
play No. 1 seed and nationally 
ranked 6th Lewis and Clark in the 
semifinals. Looking for revenge 
after losing 2-1 to Lewis and Clark 
earlier in the season, Parkland 
went into the game confident 
and excited. The Cobras held 
strong in the first half against 
their opponent only allowing two 
goals in the first 45 minutes. The 
Cobras held onto hope for the 
second half as the score was 2-0 
at half against Lewis and Clark 
the first time around. However, 
Parkland moved to a more 
offensive tactic allowing Lewis 
and Clark to score a shocking five 
goals in the second half. Unable 
to put a goal in themselves, the 
Cobras fell to Lewis and Clark 
with a devastating score of 7-0. 
While both teams seasons 
have come to an end, 
congratulations is in order for the 
hard work and dedication given 
from both teams this fall. 
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Parkland Soccer Suffers Defeat in Semifinals
Parkland Women’s Soccer Team celebrates with a photo after their quarterfinal win against Kaskaskia
  Photo source: Kim Dahlgren
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advancement opportunities? Join the  
FedEx Ground team as a package handler.
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• Tuition reimbursement program
• Career advancement opportunities
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discuss. 
Not only did the republican party members 
avoid the questions, but so did the democratic 
party members. Neither the Londrigan 
campaign nor the Pritzker campaign would 
offer a response on whether campaign 
funding is positive, why candidates have 
been spending so much or what these hefty 
expenses mean for the state of Illinois. 
So, what is the point of campaign funding, 
anyway? According to Britannica.com, 
campaign finance refers to “the spending 
of money intended to influence a political 
vote, such as the election of a candidate 
or a referendum. Political parties and 
candidates require money to publicize their 
electoral platforms and to pursue effective 
campaigns.” As most of us know, campaign 
funding is intended to publicize a candidate 
or to get a politician’s name in the media. 
But in these two races, it has been more 
about influencing the voter, and voters are 
becoming tired with the publicity efforts. 
According to NPR.org, people are responding 
to Pritzker’s campaign ads on social media. 
People are frustrated with how the political 
ads are infiltrating Spotify, radio stations and 
television. Despite people turning to social 
media in complaint, Pritzker’s ads continue 
to flow through the media. 
Just because the gubernatorial and 13th 
District candidates can spend on campaign 
funding does not mean that they should. 
Could the money being spent on republican 
and democratic campaigns be used for 
something else? Of course, it can. The 
millions of dollars that Davis, Londrigan, 
Rauner and Pritzker have spent could 
be used to improve the state rather than 
influence the voter. Campaign funding is at 
an all-time high, and this could mean more 
financial trouble for Illinois. 
paulBENSON | Reporter
When voting, we are left to choose 
between red or blue. Willie Fowler, 
Parkland Political Science Professor, says, 
that recently a lot of people have been 
quite “disenchanted” with the election 
process. A lot of this disenchantment might 
be from the political dichotomy in the party 
system that results in an oversimplification 
of stances and policies. A voter might agree 
with one stance a politician has, but then 
completely disagrees with them on another 
stance. Some politicians have points 
you agree with, but are at the same time 
funded by corporations with stances you 
disagree with. There might be independent 
candidates who have a majority of people’s 
interests in mind, but do not get the same 
financial backing to support their platform 
to speak on. Life is not as simple as 
binary deconstructions. There’s more to 
life than just, black or white, right or wrong, 
masculinity or femininity, love or reason. 
When you focus on one side of a dichotomy 
you are ignoring the possible truths that 
exist on the other side that maybe you 
never considered. This is an idea from the 
twentieth century philosopher Jacques 
Derrida. The idea behind Derrida’s binary 
opposition is that, when humans define 
things by what they’re opposition is they 
ultimately place a higher value for one side 
of the binary than the other. By creating a 
binary, you are trapping ideas in a cage. 
You make it so that everything is either one 
way or the other, when in reality sometimes, 
it’s both or neither. So, by creating a political 
dichotomy we are allowing complicated 
issues to be oversimplified to the point 
where people may as well be picking their 
favorite color. Red or blue?
The state of politics in the U.S. is broken. 
In a democracy, it is the voice of the people 
who have the ultimate say on what direction 
the country will take. Fowler says “Obama 
said it’s up to us to change it, when only 
1 in 5 of our young people vote. That has 
to change. I think our democracy is what 
we make it. Our founding fathers said, we 
have a constitutional government if we can 
keep it. So, In other words, we have to do 
the work to make our democracy work.” 
It is dependent on the people to change 
the state of our democracy. If you believe 
our system is corrupt, then vote for better 
change.
Recently there has been an increase 
of hidden money being given to political 
candidates. Willie Fowler mentions the 
Citizens United v. FEC decision, which 
made it so that the government allows 
corporations’ the right to fund political 
candidates under the protection of the First 
Amendment. This changed the way our 
politics work by allowing companies to hide 
money in political campaigns. Fowler says, 
“With 501c4 organizations being able to be 
created where by you can hide money in 
campaigns. I think that’s been bad news for 
our system, because huge sums of money 
go to candidates and people can hide 
behind the 501c4 label and not really ever 
come to light. I do think that, that is having 
an effect on our democracy.” This corrupt 
way of hiding money exists in both parties. 
So what do we do?
There are a few ways that we can fix 
our system. Money and greed breeds 
corruption. So naturally how can we better 
handle money in politics and make sure 
the voices of the people are being heard? 
For those politically concerned citizens who 
want to have their voices heard, Fowler 
says “Stay engaged, stay engaged. Your 
vote matters. Make it count. Make them 
count your vote, because the people who 
are involved in the process are going to be 
the ones who have a voice in changing the 
process. If you truly believe that you wanna 
make a change, the way to make that 
change is by getting involved. It’s not too just 
withdrawal from the process, because then 
those who are still involved, their choice is 
going to reign supreme over yours.” The 
more people who participate, the healthier 
and fairer our democracy will be. As for the 
hidden money in politics “I think the cure 
for our system might be to have national 
funding. To actually fund the candidates 
and to force them to take a certain amount 
of money. You have a certain amount 
of money to spend on ads and that’s it. 
Obama raised over a billion dollars for his 
ads. Trump raised a considerable amount 
of money and then some people believe 
he had the outside help from Russia. So, I 
just think that if we had a certain amount of 
money given to the presidential candidates 
that they could use to run for office and 
then say no other outside money, I think 
that would cure it,” Fowler says. His idea on 
national funding is a very valuable solution 
to our problems with corruption. Not only 
would this support the interests of the 
people instead of the greedy few, but it also 
could help support independent candidates. 
The two-party system gets the popular vote, 
since they perpetually receive significantly 
more financial backing. This dichotomy 
is polarizing and dividing the American 
people. Having equal financial backing for 
more parties to speak on issues will help 
with greater diversity candidate options.
While there is a lot disenchantment in the 
political process, it’s good to remember that 
our system works a lot better than others. 
We are lucky to be born in a country that 
gives us the right to vote if we choose 
to. While our political process is corrupt, 
we still have the power to change how 
the process works. “I complain about our 
system, but in the end, I think our system 
is probably better than some of the other 
systems,” Fowler says. We have the power 
to change the world for the better. Your 
voice matters. Make them hear your voice. 
Vote for a better future.
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